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When discussing complex issues, one of the challenges you might
face involves handling the different perspectives surrounding the
topic.  

It can be easy to view people's opinions, for instance, in mere
'black-and-white' terms.  In other words, you might immediately
divide the perspectives of an issue into those in favor and those
against in order to keep things simple.

This isn't a bad place to start because it grants initial access into
the conversation, but eventually, you'll need to give a nod to the
tremendous amount of grey area in between pro and con!

In essence, every argument contains multiple, nuanced
perspectives that you'll need to consider when discussing the issue!

This handout will help you demonstrate nuance when discussing
these issues.

© 2021edPioneer Consulting, LLC All Rights Reserved

Article excerpted and adapted for instruction from: CNN News



the careful use of words to distinguish
between fact and opinion; also used to show
your audience the extent to which you support
the information you are presenting.  

Hedg ing[ ]

One way to avoid the absolute, binary language of 'for/against' is to
hedge your words.  This involves a careful type of wording which
helps you express approximation, degree of certainty, or doubt as
you discuss an issue.  
It is crucial to any courtroom scene, academic conversation, or in
any political circumstance, just to name a few!  

Hedging helps you avoid overgeneralizing, it helps you set and/or
recognize limits to what you're saying, protect yourself from
criticism or error, and it can demonstrate well-meaning when
looking at something through a critical lens.

Some of the most common ways to hedge you words involve the
use of modals and/or qualifiers.
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MODALS are used to express attitude and
intensity toward an action.  Specifically,
these simple words can be used to modify
the force of an assertion in order to
distinguish it from fact:

forms of 'be'

should

would 

could

can

forms of 'have'

may

must

might

ought

forms of 'do'

will

shall

Peace might be achievable if...

This solution does appear viable if...

The change could lead to a problem with...

The court's decision may trigger...
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QUALIFIERS are words or phrases used
to set limits to words, either
maximizing or minimizing their
value. This is because these terms
control the intensity of tone.

very

definitely

rather

so few

apparently

nearly

especially

somewhat

completely

some

arguably

extremely

hardly

usually

really

many

likely

Print books help our mental capacity to understand
a story, and they have some physical benefits as well.

barely

mainly

too

mostly

most

possibly

Print books apparently help our mental capacity to
understand a story, and they likely have some physical
benefits as well.

Notice the difference between these two statements,
the former without qualifiers, and the latter with:
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I empower secondary ELA teachers with
the 

resources + mindset 
they need to make the

 writing process 
more 

relevant, authentic,
and applicable 

for today's learners and tomorrow's
leaders.

I live on macha green tea lattes + nerdy
lesson planning sessions. 

I'm on a mission to flip the script on how we
teach today's writers.

Yo, I'm Jill!
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The time to hesitate is through...get started with the tools you need to

transition your teaching toward the 21st century!

WE SINCERELY WANT TO THANK YOU FOR DOWNLOADING 
THIS RESOURCE! 

 
IF YOU ENJOY THIS RESOURCE AND WANT TO SEE MORE LIKE IT, LET US

KNOW! SEE ALL THE WAYS TO CONNECT WITH US BELOW!
 

FOLLOW OUR TPT PAGE FOR UPDATES, NEW PRODUCTS, AND SALES!
 
 

 

 

JILLPAVICH.COM/BLOG

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JILLBPAVICH/

@JILLPAVICH

TEACHERS PAY TEACHERS

 

Thank You!

Ready to make writing *real* for secondary students?

www.jillpavich.com
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